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This project seeks a Virtual Fellow to serve with the Office of Conservation and 
Water, Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific 
Affairs (OES/ECW) as a Large Dams Consultant and Subject Matter Expert. 

Fellow Location: The Fellow will serve virtually and will not be physically 
located at the Department of State. 

Project Name: Evaluating Large Dams 

Project Description: Dams can provide essential benefits such as water supply, 
flood control, hydropower, and irrigation, but they can also have large 
environmental and social impacts. Recently, the international community has 
renewed its interest in financing large hydropower projects, which has increased 
the need for oversight and evaluation of large hydropower projects. 

This project seeks to develop an evaluation tool to determine the technical factors 
that need to be considered when evaluating large hydropower projects. The virtual 
fellow will determine the key areas that need to be assessed when conducting a 
preliminary check of feasibility and safety. He/she will identify and summarize 
relevant resources such as equations, handbooks, and guidance in order to assess 
project design and impacts. In addition, the fellow will identify how to evaluate 
the potential for induced seismicity introduced by large reservoirs. 

Potential Fellow Taskings: 

• Create a one-page flowchart of critical design steps to evaluating a large 
hydropower project and relevant resources to evaluate that element. 

• Produce a document outlining key technical resources for evaluating the 
design of a large hydropower project. 

• Conduct an analysis of existing information, make policy recommendations, 
and develop a roadmap to achieve proposed recommendations. 

Program Requirements: The precepts of the Virtual Fellows Program call for 
Fellows to have a high degree of administrative, professional, or technical 
knowledge/experience and a minimum of five years of professional experience that 
is directly applicable to the assigned task. 



Project-specific Knowledge, Skills, or Abilities: 

• Knowledge of engineering, hydrology, geology, and dam design; 

• Experience with natural resources policy and/or water law is helpful. 

Clearance: The Fellow must be a U.S. citizen and must receive a Public Trust 
determination prior to starting his/her service. The Virtual Fellows Program staff 
will work with the accepted candidate to obtain the Public Trust determination. 
(Note: A candidate is NOT required to have a Public Trust determination prior to 
applying for this project.) 

Remuneration: The Virtual Fellow will be appointed to the federal civil service as 
an intermittent, unpaid consultant. The Department assumes no responsibility for 
providing any salary or benefits to the Fellow in connection with his/her 
participation in the Program. 



